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14th of November, the Finance Minister, Sir John
Strachey, brought forward, at a meeting of the
Legislative Council of the Viceroy, a Bill for the
amendment of this tax, which, though it left some
inequalities unredressed, introduced many important
improvements. It will be at once seen from a brief
description of the provisions of the Bill that it
fully recognised the justice of the most serious
objections which had been urged against the tax.
As previously stated, only those traders whose
incomes were less than 100 rupees a year were
exempted from the tax; by the Bill the limit of
exemption was raised from 100 rupees to 250 rupees.
It is supposed that the number of persons to whom
relief would thus be given would not be less than.
a million. The Bill effected another not less im-
portant change, by subjecting to a uniform tax of
Ij per cent, the incomes derived from professions,
and the salaries of all those in Government and
other employment. The previous .exemption of
many who were among the wealthiest people in
India had naturally provoked strong and widespread
discontent. It was calculated that the proposed
exemption of incomes below 250 rupees a year
would cause a loss to the revenue of about 240,OOOZ0
and that this would be approximately made good
by the additional revenue yielded by the new classes